
Do I need an instructor? 
EASA-FCL, as of December 2019, for PPL(A), CPL(A), ATPL(A) (version 1.1) 

This is no official EASA document and intended as an informative overview only. 

Sole authoritative reference for all licensing action is EASA Part FCL as found via EUR-Lex. 

 

 

I’d like to 
obtain a license 

YES 
I need a/n: 

 FI 
 ATO or DTO 
 check flight*4 NO 

I’d like to 
obtain, renew or 

revalidate*1 a type rating YES 
I need a/n: 

 TRI 
 ATO or AOC 
 check flight*4 

NO 

I’d like to 
obtain or renew*1  

a class rating YES 

I need a/n: 
 CRI or FI 
 ATO or DTO  
 check flight*4 

NO 

I’d like to 
revalidate*1 a class rating 

YES 

I need a/n: 
 CRI or FI 
 12 h flight time (SEP and/or 

TMG, land/sea ≥1h each) 
 6 h of which must be PIC 
 12 take-offs and landings 

(land/sea ≥6 each) 
 1 h refresher training 

NO 

via proficiency check 

I need a/n: 
 CRE 
 check flight*4 

via experience 
(SEP and/or TMG only) 

I’d like to 
obtain an additional 

rating 
YES 

I’d like 
a rating for 

Towing 

Night flying 

Instrument flying (IR) 

Aerobatics 

Instructing (CRI/ FI) 

I need a/n: 
 CRI or FI 
 ATO or DTO 

I need a/n: 
 FI 
 ATO or DTO 

I need a/n: 
 FI(IR) or IRI 

(may be freelance for ≤ 30h) 
 ATO (for ≥ 10h) 
 Theoretical knowledge exam 
 check flight*4 

I need a/n: 
 FI (I) 
 ATO 
 check flight*4 

NO 

I’d like to 
obtain differences training*2 

YES 

I need a/n: 
 CRI or FI 

NO 

I comply with 
the 90-day-rule*3 

YES 

I may 
fly with passengers 

NO 

I might need 
a club or rental checkout 
 
I may 
fly solo 
 
I should 
fly with a CRI or FI 

Comments 

*1 Obtain:  the rating or license has never been possessed 

Renew: the rating has been possessed, but has lapsed 

Revalidate:  the rating is still valid 

*2 Differences training is required for SEP (land/sea) with variable 
pitch propeller, retractable undercarriage, turbo- or superchargers, 
pressurized cabin, tailwheel, electronic flight instruments and/or 
single lever power control and for each aircraft within the MEP 
(land/sea) or SET (land/sea) classes 

*3 Three take-offs and landings within the last 90 days in the 
respective class, for night flying, one of the take-offs and landings 
has to be at night 

*4 Check flight replaces skill test, assessment of competence or 
proficiency check where applicable to facilitate reading 
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